By Ashley Coates
If you think that classic cars are a luxury you cannot afford, think again. Pick the right make and it won’t cost a fortune, they will barely depreciate, the parts and insurance are cheap and if it’s pre-1972 there is no road tax.

MG MGB GT/ Roadster (1962-1980)
One of the most popular classic cars in Britain, the MGB is regarded as best for the novice owner. It is possible to buy an MGB for under £3,000 if you are prepared to do a lot of work.

They are easy to use and inexpensive to maintain with plenty of garages specialising in MGB repairs. For parts look to MGOC Spares and Moss Europe, which also provide spares for other Leyland models.

The GT is the hardtop version while the Roadsters are convertibles. Unsurprisingly, it is the Roadster that is the more sought after model and is usually more expensive.

Price Guide: £3,000-7,000
Triumph Spitfire (1962-1980)
The Spitfire has a sportier shape than a MGB Roadster and is less common. The earlier models are more sought after with more chrome and an exposed grill, but later models handle better and are more reliable.

As with many cars of this age, its reliability usually has more to do with the work that has been carried out since its production.

Price Guide: £3,000-6,000
Mini (1959-2000)
Produced under three different manufacturers in the UK – Austin, British Leyland and Rover – the design for the Mini remained much the same.

Since its discontinuation in 2000, prices for an original Mini have been steadily climbing but you can still pick up a decent model for a reasonable sum.

Price Guide: £3,000-8,000
Land Rover Defender (1983-)
The iconic Defender design is to be discontinued in 2015 and its classic status is sure to be consolidated over the next few years.

Aim to get a diesel model as a petrol Defender will be thirsty. Certain engines will also run on bio-fuel, an excellent way to be green and save money.

Make sure you know the history of the vehicle as many Land Rovers are used and abused on farms or other rural settings and are particularly prone to rust. See also the Land Rover Series I, II, III (1945-1985).

Price Guide: £3,000-8,000 
Morris Minor Series II (1952-1971)
Often used in period films featuring perfect families on picnic trips, the Morris Minor is a striking and evocative vehicle but that is just about the only reason you would want to own one. The handling is poor, it is slow, and not particularly good looking.

Price Guide: £5,000-8,000
Jaguar XJ/Sovereign Series 1-3 (1968-1992)
Arguably a more risky purchase than some of the others on this list, XJs can be surprisingly cheap to buy but far less reasonable to repair. However, these cars come with an enormous sense of presence, swathes of leather and wood, and a decent engine. See also the XJS, regarded as a flop in its day. In the last few years its distinctive angular lines have given it a new fan base amongst first-time classic car buyers and 80s nostalgia-ists.

Price Guide: £4,000-£12,000
VW Golf GTI Mark I (1975-1983)
This is the car that is credited with having started the development of the “hot hatch”, speedy versions of the hatchbacks; see the Focus, Corsa and Fiat 500 for today’s equivalents. Its growing status could make this a good investment.

Price Guide: £2,500-7,000 
MG Midget (1961-1980)
As the name suggests, this is a very small car, so it is important to make sure you are happy with its dimensions in the long term. As is the case with the MGB, the earlier chrome models are more sought after than the rubber bumper models of the late 70s but the later models will handle better.

Price Guide: £3,000-7,000
Ford Cortina (1962-1982)
This was the UK’s best-selling car of the 1970s, so there are a few of them about. It has recently found popularity amongst owners feeling nostalgic for 70s cop shows. Not to be confused with the Ford Anglia 105E that features as Arthur Weasley’s car in the Harry Potter books.

Price Guide: £5,000-8,000
Triumph Herald (1959-1971)
Top Gear viewers may recognise this vehicle from the 2006 series, when James May had a Herald converted into an amphibious sailing boat. Driving the Herald into a lake brought out some of its best characteristics; it is light, manoeuvrable and as its engine is relatively simple it’s resilient and easy to fix. Coupe, convertible and estate versions available.

Price Guide: £4,000-9,000
Buyer’s Checklist
Here are a few pointers for you when you are doing your viewings.

Check the condition of the underside of the car
The sills, the main structural supports for the car, are prone to collecting water and often rust through completely.

Check for rust elsewhere
On an MG one of the worst areas is around the doors. Other areas to check would be under the carpet of passenger and driver footwells, as water often collects there. Also in the boot area if the seals have failed.

Look for paint bubbles
Where rusting is taking place beneath the paint – just as bad as exposed rust but not as easy to spot.

Check the rubber window seals
Is it leaking oil?
On an MG with a 1.8l engine oil pressure should be between 50-60psi. Preferably 60psi.

Check the temperature of the car before you start it
If it is already warm then you cannot see if it has started from cold.

Do not worry about inconveniencing the owner
Check electronics and all moving parts. Does the rear window heater work? Apply pressure to parts of the body work. Check overdrive if it has one. Turn on the engine, take it for a drive and look at exhaust fumes.

Ask about any accidents
Even if fixed there may be damage you cannot see.

